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UNM-LA student named to All-State College Academic Team 

The faculty and state of the University of New Mexico-Los Alamos is proud to announce that UNM-LA student Michael Zimmerman has recently been named to the 2009 New Mexico All-State Academic Team. Team members were recognized at a ceremony held Feb. 6, 2009 at the State Capitol in Santa Fe. New Mexico team members are eligible to compete for the USA Today sponsored the All USA Academic Team. The honor recognizes academic achievement by students attending community colleges and encourages students to maintain their hard work and dedication.  

A selection committee of 12 individuals including previous All USA academic winners, university scholars, and the former executive editor of the USA Today newspaper will choose the All USA applicants.  There will be 20 winners. They are chosen from over 600 nominated applicants from different universities and colleges across the nation.  Those chosen have shown initiative, leadership, focused attention to their studies and shown involvement within the university and local community.

The 2009 All-USA Academic Team will be chosen in March and will be featured in USA Today newspaper.  More than $40 million in scholarships are designated exclusively to All-State Team members from a number of sources.

Zimmerman is will receive his Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts this May. When he completes his degree at UNM-LA, Zimmerman plans to transfer to New Mexico State University to pursue his interest in government and the legislative process. 

He wants to be involved in government in some capacity in the future. Whether working with politicians as a lobbyist or aid or serving in office himself, Zimmerman wants to be part of the legislative process. He learned to love the process while serving as a page to NM Representative Jeanette Wallace for two years during high school. Later, Zimmerman trained other pages in their duties. Pages perform services for legislators on the floor of the House and Senate.
Zimmerman is a Los Alamos native. He was home-schooled for his entire pre-college career. His experiences doing speech and debate with other homeschoolers taught him see more than one point of view, Zimmerman said. “It taught me to think critically, he said.” His home-school experience gave him a broader point of view than the average high school student, Zimmerman said. He has recently been passing on his knowledge to younger students as the assistant coach of the Home-school Speech and Debate Team. 
When it came time to choose a college, Zimmerman looked close to home for a number of reasons. He wanted to be close to his family and the idea of getting required courses out of the way for a lower cost appealed to him. He received the UNM-LA Scholar’s Scholarship, which pays for books and one-half of student housing costs as well as tuition.

“UNM-LA gave me an excellent transition to college,” he said. “The small class sizes are a huge advantage. The classes are of high quality. I recommend UNM-LA to my friends.” said Zimmerman.

This year, Zimmerman served as president of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. Students with 15 credit hours and a GPA of 3.5 are eligible to join. He is proud of  PTK’s recruiting efforts which brought 12 new members to the group this year. 
When not busy with his studies, Zimmerman enjoys working with the youth groups at Calvary Chapel. He also enjoys Scottish Country and Ballroom dancing. 

“A lot of young people in Los Alamos have gotten into Ballroom,” he said. It’s really nice to watch seniors and younger people enjoy to something they have in common.” 

