February Column from UNM-LA Dean of Instruction, Kate Massengale

UNM-LA is here to stay
I feel like Mark Twain when he said, “The rumors of my death have been greatly exaggerated.”  It is the nature of a small town to be a rumor mill, and we continue to hear that people believe UNM-LA is leaving.  But UNM-LA is here to stay.  We’ve been here over 27 years, and we are committed to many, many more.  

UNM-LA has changed throughout its years, and it is still changing.  After several years of sliding enrollment, we’re celebrating three semesters of climbing enrollment, and we expect to see that continue.  

Enrollment has increased, in part, because we are building our online offerings. Also we are offering dual credit with local high schools, and our tuition remains low while our standards remain high. During economic downturns, community colleges do quite well.
Our Associate of Applied Science in Network Administration degree is going online with all its  technical core classes. We believe this will give students in northern New Mexico more access and help us to be able to offer more classes. There are degrees where students have felt unsupported and have left the programs because of that. We are developing innovative ways to make degree programs viable, so students can complete them in a timely manner.
UNM-LA, with the support of this community, has matched two endowments – the US Title V Endowment for Student Scholarships, and the New Mexico Higher Education Department’s Faculty Development and Student Scholarship Fund. 
We are expecting a large freshman class this fall, and we still need some help finding scholarship money for these entering freshmen. That’s because endowments have to begin earning interest to provide money for scholarships. 
The expectation of a large freshman class is based on the incredible outreach activities of our Student Services team.  Our advisors visit all the area high schools, host high school students on our campus, and help advertise UNM-LA. 

Our participation the New Mexico Higher Education Department’s  new Ticket to College means Dr. Page or Dr. Massengale will attend area high school graduations and give out early admission letters to students who have submitted application paperwork.  

The career path mapping we are doing with Los Alamos High School and Pojoaque Valley Schools allows students to continue their path from high school into an associate’s degree in areas such as business and  computer technology, so we expect more students for those programs, too.
UNM-LA offers employability certificates at UNM-LA for workforce development. These are short-term certificates that group a set of identified work skills in a specific area, such as Web Technology, Office Administration.  These sets of four or five courses help students or unemployed workers build specific skills sets that may help them get into the work force or help currently employed workers to become more valuable to their employers and keep their jobs.
Schools like New Mexico State University and New Mexico Tech are sending students to us to better develop their foundational skills in subjects like math before transferring to their campuses.  We are about creating success for our students and economic opportunities for our community.

