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UNM-LA hosts free poetry symposium
Four distinguished poets with extensive teaching experience come together in a free one-day symposium to share their knowledge with teachers, students, and writers at the University of New Mexico-Los Alamos. The symposium will begin with a panel discussion on teaching poetry, both as literature and as creative writing. Participants will then break into small groups with one of the panelists for a short activity such as a writing exercise to embody the teaching methods discussed. After lunch, panelists will give a reading then conclude with a panel discussion on writing and the craft of poetry. The symposium will take place at Saturday, Feb. 28, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Register by Feb. 13 by emailing janelin@unm.edu or online at www.la.unm.edu.  Those wishing to carpool should make their wishes known when they register and information will be provided.  More information about the symposium is available on the website. 

 “This is an opportunity for both teachers and writers,” said Jane Lin, organizer and moderator of the event. Lin has taught poetry writing at UNM-LA since 2000. She plans to teach Creative Writing:  Poetry again this fall.

The event is part of the UNM-LA Jim Sagel Lecture Series, which honors the distinctive influence of Jim Sagel as a writer, poet and teacher. Sagel was a beloved instructor at UNM-LA until his death in 1998. The funds set aside for the series have supported a wide variety of events over the years. 
Sagel encouraged his students to about poetry as a personal expression rather than as an artifact of literature, Lin said. Whether someone is approaching poetry as a writer or as a reader, poems express the ideas and feelings of the creator. 

The event was suggested to Lin by UNM-LA Executive Director Cedric Page, Lin said. 

“Dr Page is very interested in events that serve the community,” said Lin. “He suggested doing a symposium as part of the Sagel Series this year. I thought about it and decided to go ahead.”

Lin studied under Denise Levertov at Stanford University and received her MFA from NYU where she was a New York Times Fellow. Since settling in Los Alamos in 1998, she encourages local poets by facilitating the monthly Poetry Gatherings at Mesa Public Library and maintaining the Nuclear Poets mailing list of local poetry events. Her poems have appeared in The Harwood Anthology and journals including Five Points, Sow's Ear, Washington Square, Santa Fe Review, and RATTLE. 

Lin has asked four other New Mexico  poets and educators to be part of the event. 

Jon Davis received his B.A. in English and his M.F.A. in Creative Writing from the University of Montana. Since 1990, he has taught at the Institute of American Indian Arts.  Davis has published five collections of poetry, including Scrimmage of Appetite, for which he was awarded a 1998 Lannan Literary Award in Poetry. In addition to the Lannan, he has received two National Endowment for the Arts Fellowships, the G.E. Younger Writers Award, the Lavan Younger Poets Prize from the Academy of American Poets, and a fellowship to The Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown. 

His poems have appeared in numerous anthologies. 
Michelle Holland coaches The Post-It-Note-Poets, a youth slam team, whose members represent Los Alamos High School, Espanola High School, The Tutorial School in Santa Fe, McCurdy School, and Northern New Mexico Community College. The team competes all over northern New Mexico and is planning its second trip to Brave New Voices, a national competition, in July 2009. She is co-poetry editor for the Sin Fronteras Journal. Holland is actively involved in the Poets-in-the-School as a teacher, poet, and spokesperson for the program. Currently, she teaches English at Los Alamos High School. Her collection of poetry, "Event Horizon," is included in the 2007 New Mexico Book Award winning publication, The Sound a Raven Makes. Her current book is Chaos Theory. She has published poems in a number of anthologies and journals. 
Joan Logghe works at poetry in community from La Puebla, New Mexico where she and her husband, Michael, raised three children and built three houses. She studied at Tufts University where she graduated as Class Poet. Awards include a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship, Witter Bynner Foundation for Poetry Grants, A Mabel Dodge Luhan Internship, and a Barbara Deming/Money for Women grant. Her teaching life includes Ghost Ranch Abiquiu, University of New Mexico-Los Alamos, Santa Fe Community College, Santa Fe Girls' School and Santa Clara Pueblo Day School. She taught poetry in Bratislava, Vienna, and Zagreb, Croatia in 2004. Her books in print are Twenty Years in Bed with the Same Man (La Alameda, a finalist for Western States Book Award), Blessed Resistance, Sofia, and Rice.
Miriam Sagan was born in Manhattan, raised in New Jersey, and educated in Boston. She holds a B.A. with honors from Harvard University and an M.A. in Creative Writing from Boston University. She settled in Santa Fe in 1984. Sagan is the author of over twenty books. Her most recent is Map of the Lost, poems from UNM Press. Sagan is also the author of four juvenile nonfiction books.Her work has appeared internationally in 200 magazines. She writes book columns for both the Santa Fe New Mexican and New Mexico Magazine, and a poetry column for Writer's Digest. Sagan directs the creative writing program at Santa Fe Community College, and has taught at the College of Santa Fe, University of New Mexico, Taos Institute of the Arts, Aspen Writer's Conference, around the country, and on line for writers.com and UCLA Extension. She has held residency grants at Yaddo and MacDowell, and is the recipient of a grant from The Barbara Deming Foundation/Money for Women and a Lannan Foundation Marfa Residency. 

