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Students get a head start on college with UNM-LA Summer Bridge
Thirty-four brand new college students are spending their summer on the UNM-LA campus as part of the Sumer Bridge Program. The program is specifically designed to prepare students for the challenges of college life. 
Thanks in part to a $10,000 LANL Foundation grant and supplemented by UNM-Los Alamos institutional funds, the program waives tuition and fees. UNM-LA has received a $15,000 grant from the LANL Foundation for Summer Bridge 2010.  Students who complete the program with a 2.5 GPA or higher receive a $200 stipend at the end of the Summer Session. 

“The students are entering college as a cohort with other new students. They quickly form friendships that support them in starting college work,” said Academic Advisor Jackie LaNew. “In the summer, when classes are smaller, students are able to get more personal attention from the advisors and from their teachers.”

The two fields or “tracks” offered to Summer Bridge students are: (Track 1) Math and an Introduction to Undergraduate Studies course and (Track 2) English and an Introduction to Undergraduate Studies course. 

The Introduction to Undergraduate Studies course is taught by a variety of different instructors. The class teaches time management, organization and critical thinking, as well as introducing the students to features of academic life, such as proper use of the library. Career investigation is also part of the curriculum.
UNM-LA student Glenda Rivas took part in Summer Bridge in 2008. 

“It was easier to get used to the campus after being here during the summer,” she said. “I felt very comfortable in the fall.”

Rivas was pleased to be starting her college career with 6 credits already under her belt. One of her favorite parts of Summer Bridge was learning to use the library more productively, she said. 

Isaiah Vigil, Andy Benjamin and Mariah Taylan Mascurenas are all part of this year’s Summer Bridge cohort. The three students all said they are finding the program useful in preparing for college.

“It helps you catch up if you’re behind in math or English,” said Vigil. Students will enter college with at least six credits already on their transcripts this fall. 
Benjamin likes earning credits quickly in the program.

Mascurenas urged students to take advantage of Summer Bridge. “It’s a great program,” she said. 

Vigil and Mascurenas are recent high school graduates. Benjamin is 23 and has been out of school for five years. He’s now returning to school and will attend UNM-LA this fall to study nanotechnology. Vigil plans to either attend UNM-Albuquerque to study criminology or join the Air Force to pursue a career as a pilot. Mascarnas wants to be a film director and plans to major in cinematography at UNM-Albuquerque. 
Contact Jackie LaNew (663-3402) for applications or more information about Summer Bridge 2010.
